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Introduction:  

A Historical Two-Part Scout Project 

As a high school sophomore in December 2013, looking for a possible Eagle Scout project, I 

consulted with local historian John L. Ruth of Lower Salford.  A retired minister of the Salford 

Mennonite Church on Groffôs Mill Road, Harleysville, he suggested doing something of local 

historical value that would also serve a wider audience. The oldest historical items in my Lower 

Salford Township community, after the Native artifacts that are still found in the soil, are the 

stone markers in local graveyards.  Four cemeteries in the Township point back toward its 

founding in 1726: a Lederach family graveyard near the village of that name; a Price family 

graveyard on Indian Creek Road near Vernfield; a larger and more recent graveyard for the 

Indian Creek Church of the Brethren on Route 63 near Vernfield: and the oldest and largest 

graveyard belonging to the Salford Mennonite Church on Groffôs Mill Road.   

At Mr. Ruthôs suggestion, I paid a visit to the oldest part of the Salford graveyard ï surviving 

from its beginning on the plantation purchased by Henrich and Magdalena Ruth in 1718.   

Consulting a valuable typed registry of the graves that was made fifty years earlier, I could see 

that there had been little change since then, other than the addition of many new gravestones.  

But the oldest ones, made of local red fieldstone and clustered in the cemeteryôs southeastern 

quadrant, were under increasing threat.  Several had disappeared or been broken off since the 

1965 registry, and some of the inscriptions were only marginally legible.  Ninety-nine fieldstones 

remained, plus another one broken off but preserved in storage. 

With the modern advantage of digital photography and storage, I decided to make a permanent 

visual record of this treasure trove of disappearing data from the earliest decades of our 

township.    

 

 

                   Kevin McCoach and advisor John L. Ruth at the Salford graveyard in December 2013. 
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Photographing the 1793 Ana Kratz gravestone 

 

 

In the summers of 2014 and 2015 I photographed the surviving field-stone markers, and 

transcribed the inscriptions. These have been reproduced, one per page, in the following section.  

A bound copy of this registry is placed in the library of the Salford Mennonite Church, and 

another one in the archives of the Mennonite Heritage Center of Yoder Road, Harleysville.  A 

digital copy entered online by the Center will make this project instantly available, free of 

charge, to be downloaded by family history researchers around the globe. 
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Photographic Registry of Fieldstones  

Remaining in the Salford Mennonite Graveyard 

(As of December 2015) 

 

The 99 remaining fieldstone grave-markers in the Salford Mennonite Graveyard 

are the largest and oldest collection of post-Native artifacts in Lower Salford 

Township. 

As a result of erosion, many of the stones no longer have visible inscriptions. Fifty 

of those on which inscriptions do remain legible show dates running from 1737 to 

1846. 

Twelve family names visible are: Alderfer, Bercki (Bergey), Clemens, DeHaven, 

Friet (Freed), Funk, Halteman, Kolb, Kratz, Krob (Krupp), Springer and Wyerman 

(Wireman). 

The following registry begins at the southern end of the graveyard, and proceeds 

from south to north.   

Individual stones are numbered dually, first by row, and then by their place in the 

row when counting from the right end of the row. 

Thirty-four of the stones lack visible inscriptions.  All those legible are transcribed, 

with partial translation from German. 

Individual photographs are hereby made available without copyright for 

downloading and reproducing by genealogists or family historians. 
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1780 

FELTI 

KRATZ 
(Felti is a nickname for Valentine) 
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2-2 

 
 

(Engraving of Tulip) 

1793 

D 12 HORNING 
(The 12th of February) 

ANA KRATZ  
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ELCM 

1760 
(New concrete base) 
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3-2 

 

JACOB SPRIN[G]ER 

IST gESTORBEN 
(Died) 

27 NO-EMbER 1763 

 


